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From the Pastors
42 They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer… 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved. -Acts 2:42, 46-47
Our 2019-20 Ministry Year Theme is “Everyday Blessings.” This year, we hope to take inspiration
from the example of the early followers of Jesus, following the helpful acronym, BLESS. Each
month, our newsletter will look at different letter of this acronym to see how it might help guide
our life together in the 21st century.
B - Begin with prayer. L - Listen. E - Eat. S - Serve. S - Share.
This month’s focus is:
E - Eat
46 They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

47 praising

This time of year, we should have no problem with this goal. We just finished Thanksgiving,
we’re eagerly awaiting Christmas, and the New Year will be here before we know it. At these
celebrations, who doesn’t like to eat?
Many New Year’s resolutions will focus on eating and drinking. But these will be about
restricting eating. Eating healthier. Starting a diet. Cutting out sweets or alcohol or smoking. Let
me propose a resolution which would be way more fun: Invite friends over more often, spend
more time enjoying the company of your loved ones, rebuild old relationships, or start new
ones.
And do all of this around food. A New Year’s Resolution which focuses on eating more often?
Where do I sign up? Now, like all resolutions, this one is easier said than done, and it will take
commitment, but the payoff can be huge. Hosting someone in your home is a great way of
loving them, without asking anything in return.
Calvary has seen the power of a shared meal over and over again. Whether it’s the meal at
our Church Picnic, starting Confirmation classes with pizza, sharing a meal as part of a Bible
study, food at the Bazaar, or enjoying ministry team meetings at restaurants, we’ve found
deeper relationships and deeper sharing around the dinner table. A special word of thanks to
all of those who have contributed to these efforts.
We model our hospitality on the many meals Jesus shared with his followers. The last supper,
the feeding of multitudes, his eating with sinners and tax collectors, or the fish after the
resurrection. Jesus fed those who didn’t deserve it, unnecessarily and extravagantly. As we
share meals with those around us, we are reminded in Hebrews 13, “2 Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”

God’s Peace,

Pastor Josh Reifsteck
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Volunteer Focus

Staff Spotlight

Kristen Schwark

Tereasa Camin

What is your role at Calvary?

What is your role at Calvary?

Executive Committee At Large Member
What motivates you to give of your time and talent
in this way?
The Lord has blessed me with many spiritual gifts.
I feel as a servant of Christ I need to respond to
where the Lord moves me.
What is your favorite thing about serving at
Calvary?
Being involved with the church and lay
leadership in furthering the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Favorite Book/Verse of the Bible?
John 16:33—”I have told you these things, so
that in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.” and John 3:17—”For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through Him.”
Favorite Dessert?
Aunt Arlene’s Apfel Küchen
What is one thing that the people of Calvary can
keep in their prayers for your area of ministry?
Pray that at all times leadership decisions are
made with Godly discernment and what is truly
best for Calvary Lutheran Church.

Bookkeeper / PTL President
What is your favorite thing about serving at
Calvary?
The other parents who are there wanting to help
and the other families who come up and say
“thank you”.
Who has been the biggest influence on your faith?
Why?
Currently, my boys. They come home with
enthusiasm about something new they learned
during Jesus Time.
Favorite Book/Verse of the Bible?
“For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven”.—Ecclesiastes 3:1
Favorite Dessert?
Cheesecake
What is the one thing that the people of Calvary can
keep in their prayers for your area of ministry?
Pray for all of our students and teachers to
succeed to the best of their ability.
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General

Calvary Connect Contemporary Worship
This month’s Calvary Connect worship service will take place Sunday, December 8th at
10:30 a.m. All are welcome for this time of worship and fellowship. Refreshments are
provided. We are looking for more volunteers for the Connect service. If you would like to
help with greeting, refreshments, or set-up, then contact Sam Troemel, stroemel@clcs.org or
317-783-2000. All help is greatly appreciated!

Save the Date: Breakfast for Jesus! (Dec 7th)
Join our Praising Hands Puppet Ministry for a morning of food, puppets, and crafts to
celebrate the birth of our Savior. Mark your calendar now for this fun family event meant for
all ages (Sat., Dec. 7 from 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.). If you have questions or are interested in
assisting as a volunteer, please contact Sarah Ebert (sarah.ebert@yahoo.com or
815-751-3931).

Christmas Caroling (Dec 8th)
The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear! So join us for caroling
at Greenwood Village Senior Living Facility on Sunday, December 8th. Those wanting to
participate should gather in the Narthex at 12:00 p.m. so that our group can organize and
carpool. All ages are welcome.

First Time for Everything—Habitat for Humanity
Calvary volunteers have assisted Habitat For Humanity for quite a few years. Calvary
volunteered again to assist the Interfaith Build on Saturday, November 16th. Thank you to
the 13 persons who volunteered to help Habitat construct a new home for one of our south
side neighbors. As Habitat only needed Calvary to supply 6-8 volunteers, for the first time
ever we asked some of those who had previously volunteered with Habitat to skip this Build
and wait for the next one in the spring of 2020. This allowed some persons who were
volunteering for the first time to serve with Habitat. This home should be dedicated around
mid-December. Calvary congregation also donated $3000 through our church Mission
funds to assist with this Habitat Interfaith Build. Calvary volunteers on site included: Leo Darts,
Jim Dunaway, Karen Hand, Peter Joseph, Kurt Kuehr, John Sims, Steve Sorgius, Pastor Art
Wehrmeister.

Christmas Party at Lutherwood – December 12th, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
The Compassion Ministry Team, along with members of St. John’s Lutheran
Church are hosting a party for teens in the Emergency Shelter Care
program at Lutherwood. It promises to be a fun evening with food,
games, songs, gifts, and devotion. This may be the only Christmas
celebration many of these children will experience over the holidays.
Bringing cheer to these kids brings joy to your own heart as well.
Contact Diane Gibson, 741-9686 or jg13751@aol.com for further
information.

5

“Blue Christmas” Worship Service – Monday, December 16th, 7:00pm
It can be hard to embrace the joy of the Christmas season when we are going through
tough times. If you are dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce,
coping with the loss of a job, living with illness or another difficult life situation, we invite you
to a service of hope & comfort. Following our short service, refreshments and fellowship will
follow. Invite a friend or family member.

Interested in becoming a member or learning more about Calvary?
Twice a year we offer our Foundations of Faith class during the Sunday School hour, which
gives an overview of Calvary, our Christian faith and the Lutheran
perspective. This 6-session series will start on January 12th, 2019,
at 9:25 a.m. in Room 125. Adults interested in joining our
congregation are encouraged to attend. Want more info?
Email Kara Hiatt, connections@clcs.org, or call 317-201-7268.

Christmas Card Sorting
If you would like help sorting the Christmas cards you have for Calvary members, drop them
off in the red bin at either entrance and we will do the rest! Bring cards in by Wed. Dec 18th.

Chili Cook-Off
The chili cook-off is back! This event will take place on Sunday, January 26th following the
late service (approximately 12:00-1:30 p.m.) In addition to the cook-off, we will also be
adding a dessert auction.
Details and registration information will be provided closer to the time of the event. Contact
Sam Troemel with interest or questions at stroemel@clcs.org or call the church office,
317-783-2000.

Christmas Mug Packing—Help Wanted
Volunteers are needed to help our 2nd graders pack gift mugs with candies for our Advent
Service visitors on Tues., Dec 3 at 12:30 p.m.. This is a fun and easy service project – no
experience necessary! To help, email Emily Spelde (espelde@clcs.org) or call 317-783-2000.

Attention Thrivent Members—"Choice Dollars” Designation
If you have not directed your 2019 Thrivent Choice Dollars, please consider directing them
to “Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church” or “Calvary Lutheran School.” Visit
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 to find out if you have Choice Dollars to
direct.

Memorials
December Memorials
In Memory of Albert “Bud” Wiser from:
Margie Leive, Mabel Schwark, Mel Wessler
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Adult Ministry
Lunch OUT! Wednesday, December 4th , 11:30am – The Ale Emporium
Adult Ministry’s “first Wednesday” outing in December we are headed to The Ale Emporium
in Greenwood. Located at the southwest corner of Emerson Ave and County Line Road,
this restaurant (formerly Fireside) offers burgers, soups, salads, sandwiches, pizza and more.
The banquet room is saved for Calvary Lutheran. Come join us for good food, Christian
fellowship, and holiday cheer!
________________________________________________________________________________________
Lunch & Learn Annual Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 19, 11:30am - Narthex
Be sure to make time for Adult Ministry’s annual Christmas party!
Program: The Science of a Simple Toy
Presenter: Les Brandt
Provided Entrée: Baked ham What to Bring: $2 and a dish to share if you are able. Les will
share about the physics of an antique toy and may teach us how to make one, too! Come
join us for good food, fellowship, carols, inspiration and some surprises. Do you know
someone who could use some holiday cheer? Invite them to join us! We will celebrate
Jesus’ birth and honor the December birthdays of our attendees, too. Adults of all ages are
welcome.
________________________________________________________________________________________
No Lunch OUT! in January The first Wednesday is New Year’s Day. Stay warm and have a happy new year!
________________________________________________________________________________________
Lunch & Learn Wednesday, January 15th, 11:30am - Narthex
Presenter: Calvary’s Jake Allen. Jake is an energy efficiency program
development manager for AES / Indianapolis Power and Light.
Program: Solar Power - Energizing Indy with Current and Future Solar Power
Provided Entrée: Beef Stroganoff
What to Bring: $2 and a dish to share if you are able

Compassion Ministry
Christmas Gifts to Children Who Attend RISE Special Services
Calvary is adopting 17 children this Christmas who attend RISE Special Services in
Indianapolis. We hope to give each child a gift of clothing, shoes, and a toy. Take an
ornament off the “Giving Tree” in the narthex with the names of the children we are
supporting, along with sizes and suggestions of what is needed. Return the gifts unwrapped
along with the ornament, and employees of RISE will wrap and distribute them.

Christmas Gift Cards to Those in Need
Once again Calvary will be giving gift cards to members of our church and school who
struggle to make ends meet over the holidays. Your contributions to the Good Samaritan
Fund make this possible. Thank you for your generosity during this season!
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Youth Ministry
FLIGHT—High School Youth Group
FLIGHT meets Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the youth room.
Events typically include food, Bible study, and an activity. This group is
open to all students currently in grades 9-12.
High school Sunday school is back! This program will resume at the start
of the new year. Keep on eye on the weekly bulletin for more information.
LAUNCH (5th & 6th)
LAUNCH will meet this month on Wednesday, December 4th from 5:30-7:00
p.m. for our Christmas party. Youth should bring a wrapped gag gift for our
gift exchange. The perfect gift will make someone ask, “WHAT IS THIS?”
Our January event will take place Wednesday, January 22nd.
SAIL (7th & 8th)
SAIL will meet this month on Wednesday, December 11th from 5:30-7:00
p.m. for our Christmas party. Youth should bring a wrapped gag gift for our
gift exchange. The perfect gift will make someone ask, “WHAT IS THIS?”
Our January event will take place Wednesday, January 29th.

Fellowship Ministry
Holiday Cookie Exchange for Good Sam Fund
Saturday, December 7th in the South Narthex
There are TWO ways to participate!
1) Come to the Holiday Cookie Exchange December 7 at 9:00 a.m.

Bake at least 5 dozen cookies; 3 dozen to exchange and at least 2 dozen to
donate

Label “nuts” or “no nuts”

Include your recipe (optional); copies will be made to share

Help package donated cookies

Fellowship and refreshments in the South Narthex
2) Interested in baking cookies to donate?
Drop off cookies (label “nuts” or “no nuts”) Friday,
December 6, in the kitchenette by 4 p.m. OR December 7 between 9-10 a.m.
Donated cookies will be packaged immediately after the cookie exchange to sell
after services on December 7-8th. Proceeds go toward “Homeless Initiative Project”.
Questions: Contact the church office, 317-783-2000. Thank you to all bakers!
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Calvary Lutheran School News from Principal Rensner

All I want for Christmas is …..?
Have you made and created your Christmas wish list yet? As a child, this was a big deal. We would scour
the Sears Christmas catalog for the latest and greatest toys. In so doing our lists became quite extensive.
The familiar Christmas carol list is quite small yet very specific – “my two front teeth.” What do you want
this Christmas?
Perhaps a material list doesn’t matter that much to you. Other areas of life are more desired like peace
on earth, good health, family, friends, safety, a fulfilling and meaningful job, and an endless list which
further defines your life.
Want and need are two opposing ideas. Want is usually related to the circumstances that we are
currently experiencing while need is more universally encompassing throughout the duration of this life.
In actuality, we have already received all we have ever needed. We have received God’s perfect love
wrapped in swaddling clothes. This gift comes to us each and every second of every day with the
promise of eternal life through His suffering, death, and Resurrection. God’s love shines through our
darkest and most dire of times. His faithful promise to be ever near grants to us His peace, love, and
hope. This is ours this Christmas and throughout the 2020 New Year to share with one another and with
the students and their families of our Christian Day School. Merry Christmas!!
End of second quarter
Our second quarter will be completed on Friday, December 20. Report cards will be emailed on Friday,
January 10th. We commend our learning into the Lord’s Hands asking him to bless those who teach and
those who learn in this place.
Christmas Vacation
Our final day prior to Christmas vacation is Friday, December 20th. School will dismiss at 3:00 p.m. on that
day. School will resume on Monday, January 6th. We ask the Lord to be with all traveling during this
Christmas break. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
“Jesus-God’s Greatest Gift” (PS-2nd Grade Advent Service)
Our Preschool through second grade students will be leading Advent worship on Wednesday,
December 11th. The Preschool through Second Grade will present “Jesus – God’s Greatest Gifts" a
service of Christmas love based on God's gift to all mankind. The service begins at 7:00 p.m.
“The Light of the World” (3rd-8th Grade Advent Service)
Students in third through eighth grade will be presenting our Advent Service on Wednesday, December
18th. The promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus as the light of the world. We invite you to attend this
7:00 p.m. worship service.
2020-21 Preschool Kindergarten & First –Eighth Grade Registration Information
Preschool, Kindergarten, First – Eighth Grade registration for Calvary members, returning students and
their siblings, and new registrations from the community will begin on February 1st. Our Early enrollment
period will continue through March 15th. Families are invited to call and schedule an appointment for a
tour during the school day.
We are excited as we prepare and plan for the upcoming school year. Help spread the word to
coworkers, neighbors, friends, and family. God has blessed us enabling us to be a blessing to others.
National Lutheran Schools Week
Calvary will join with thousands of other Lutheran School students and teachers during the week of
January 26th-February 1st as we celebrate NLSW!! Many exciting activities are planned during this weeklong celebration. A calendar of events will be distributed following our Christmas Vacation.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No school
Calvary Lutheran School will be closed on Monday January 20th in observance of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. We ask the Lord to eliminate the sin of prejudice that still
exists in our world today. We ask God to reveal “the Dream” of Dr. King to all people.
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Calvary Lutheran School News from Principal Rensner

State Tax Credit Information
Too Good To Be True?! 50% TAX CREDIT for Indiana tax liabilities!
God has provided a unique opportunity to help fund the Christian education of our Calvary students. The
Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization of Indiana has been identified as a Scholarship Granting
Organization. Scholarships through private and corporate donations are granted to Calvary student families
whose income is less than 200% of the Federal free or reduced hot lunch guidelines.
Multiple Benefits for Calvary Lutheran School students, the private or corporate donor, and Calvary Lutheran
Church
1.
Students and their families accepted in this program will receive a scholarship grant per child
enrolled in Kindergarten -8th grade at Calvary.
2.
The donor will receive a 50% Indiana State tax credit for every dollar donated. Example: A
donation of $1000.00 will result in a tax credit of $500.00 towards your Indiana income tax liability.
Private as well as corporate donations will receive this benefit.
Creative donations
Put your donation on a credit card that offers special incentives. Reward points, airline miles, etc. in addition
to the tax savings. Reap the rewards while assisting others to hear God’s Word.
How may I help? $65,500 needed to fully fund all applications
Donations are currently being accepted. Please submit your donation to the church or school office or send
directly to the Lutheran SGO of Indiana online by December 31. Please note: You must include the donor
form with your donation. Forms are available in the church and school offices and online at
www.LutheranSGO.org .
What happens in the future?
Children receiving a scholarship grant are eligible the following school year to convert this grant to an Indiana
State voucher. This again significantly reduces the need for congregational funded scholarship dollars.
Children will have the opportunity to hear God’s Word through your giving. God continues to open doors to
others once thought closed due to financial restrictions. Your assistance in this program is so greatly
appreciated! Your gift is multiplied in so many ways.

NEWS FROM LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL OF INDIANAPOLIS
Toy Drive – December 2nd–6th
Lutheran High School will collect new, unwrapped toys for the RTV6 Toy Drive to give gifts to kids
who would otherwise go without this holiday season. Student Council will gather the toys the week
of December 2nd–6th. If you would like to donate a toy, please consider one for a child 13 years
or younger. You may bring it by the LHS office or ask an LHS family of your congregation to bring
your gift along to school with them. Your joy and generosity will be greatly appreciated!
Christmas Concert – December 8th
The Music Department of Lutheran High School invites you to celebrate the season of Christmas at the annual
Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 8th. Please join us at 4:00 p.m. in LHS’ Ruth Lilly Auditorium to hear
the Choirs and Bands perform Christmas favorites that focus on the coming of Jesus. The concert is free and
open to the public.
LHS Family Night with the Pacers – January 2nd
Save the date! The LHS Family Night with the Pacers is Thursday, January 2nd, 7:00 p.m., as the Pacers take on
the Denver Nuggets. Enjoy the game and a special acoustic performance by Seventh Avenue North following
the game! You will also receive a Chick-fil-A meal voucher. Visit https://pacers.formstack.com/forms/lutheran
for more information and to purchase tickets.
LuFest—April 3, 2020, Lutheran High School’s annual Lutheran Festival and dinner-auction, will be held Friday,
April 3, 2020 at The Nest Event Center in Greenwood. Get more info and reserve your table ($1,250) or
individual tickets ($125 each) at LuFest.org. Discounted pricing for LHS alumni 40 and under, first-time LuFest
attendees, and those 70 or older. We are also looking for donations of new, high-quality items, services, or
experiences to include in the live and silent auctions. These may be dropped off at the LHS office weekdays
between 7:30 am and 4:00 p.m. Please call the Development Office, 317-224-1108, with any questions.
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Women in Mission
Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 11th, 2019, 11:30 a.m.
The Rustic Root Tea Room
626 Main St, Beech Grove
The devotion “A Cup of Christmas Tea“ will inspire attendees at the
annual Christmas luncheon. Please bring gift cards (Target, Meijer,
WalMart, Kroger suggested) to support Calvary’s Compassion Ministry. Invitations are on the
table outside the office; reply cards accepted until December 4th. Questions? Contact
Betty (317) 341-1967.

Ladies’ Saturday Bible Study Sat., December 7th, 8:30 a.m.
This month’s study will be from page 22 of the LWML Fall Quarterly “What is Enough?”
Everyone will share in this bible study. Join us in the EPIC Library at 8:30 a.m.

Blankets for Babies
During the winter months of December, January and February, we will
meet just once a month. The dates are Thursdays, December 12th,
January 16th and February 20th. We meet from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the cafe
area. We knit and crochet blankets for newborns whose parents are
financially challenged. Along with these blankets, we send prayers with
God's blessings for the baby and his/her family. All ages and skill levels
welcome. Questions? Susan Daniels 317-882-3691.

Parish Ed
“EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW” Sunday School Worship Service
December 15, 10:45 a.m.
The Sunday school children will be presenting a play this Christmas entitled
“Every Knee Shall Bow” based on the words from Philippians 2:9-11.
Join the children on Sunday, December 15 as they celebrate the gift of Jesus with word and
song!
Dress rehearsal will be Saturday, December 14, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
(We welcome any parents who would like to help us with refreshments midway
between the rehearsal in the cafeteria.)
Outreach focus: Horizon House for the Homeless
The children will also be collecting socks and toiletries to be given to the homeless at
Horizon House for the Homeless. Each child is asked to bring a pair of socks and
various toiletries to fill the sock. Suggestions include: toothbrushes, toothpaste, lotion,
shampoo, conditioner, Kleenex, chap stick, soap, hand sanitizer, combs, and the like.
(travel size only). Items may be brought to Sunday school anytime through December 15.
Also please note: There will be NO Sunday school on December 22 and 29.
Classes will resume on January 5, 2020
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Communications
Set Up Shortcuts to Quickly Access Calvary’s Website
Calvary’s clcs.org website is full of useful information about our mission, ministry and events. This
website is available both on your computer and on your phone, and there are ways to set up quick
and easy access to it. Would you like to be able to go to our website with one click or tap? Just
follow these instructions.
On your phone:
The method of creating a shortcut to clcs.org on your phone depends on what kind of phone
you have.

Android (Samsung, Moto, Google Pixel, etc.)
Android phone users normally have Google Chrome as their browser.
Open the browser and go to clcs.org.
Tap the browser’s menu icon, and select Add to Home Screen



Enter the name you want associated with this shortcut and hit Add.
Apple iPhone
Safari is the default browser for Apple iPhone users.
Open the browser and go to clcs.org.
Tap the Share button at the bottom of the page.

On the bottom row of icons, scroll over until you see Add to Home Screen and tap this.

On the next screen, choose a name for the link on your home screen.
Completing this process places an icon on your phone’s home screen that will take you to
www.clcs.org with a single tap!
On your computer:
It is simple to create a bookmark to clcs.org on your computer’s browser:
Open your browser and go to clcs.org. You will see our homepage.
Create a bookmark. On most browsers, this is done by clicking the star on the address bar:

(Note: on Apple Safari, go to the Bookmarks menu and select Add Bookmark…)
You should now have an entry on your favorites bar, and a single click will take you to
clcs.org. You can rename the bookmark to call it anything you would like (such as
“clcs.org” or “Calvary”).
You can also create a shortcut on your computer’s desktop:
Open your browser and go to clcs.org. You will see our homepage.
Select the entire address in the address bar at the top of the browser.
Click and drag the address onto the desktop and release the mouse button. A shortcut
pointing to Calvary’s homepage is created on the desktop.
You can rename this shortcut to call it anything you would like (such as “clcs.org” or “Calvary”).
If you have any questions about these instructions or the church website, contact the church office.
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Stewardship Emphasis
Stewardship Update

By Rachel Daeger, Chair, Stewardship Ministry Team

Advent Envelopes will support Calvary scholars
Calvary has a long-standing history of assisting members who are studying for full-time ministry in the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The funds to make these scholarship awards will be collected from
donation envelopes especially designated for Wednesday Advent services. Calvary supports staff
member Sam Troemel who is enrolled in the Specific Ministry Pastor Program. Our goal is to raise
$4,000 during Advent to meet our commitment to Sam. The Stewardship Ministry Team’s scholarship
fund will continue to support students until such time as the Wessler Scholarship Endowment Fund for
Education of LCMS Church Workers has an interest balance sufficient to fully support Calvary
scholars.
When your Holiday Shopping Benefits Calvary
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the
same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features
as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price
of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers. You
can also let Amazon know to remind you to switch to the correct browser when
you are making a purchase. The correct “Calvary” is Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc. As of
August 2019 Calvary had received over $275 so every purchase contributes.
Commitment weekend - January 18/19
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7, 11
One weekend each year Calvary focuses on our response to God’s generosity.
We invite you to take the time to do as God suggests and give generously to the
work we do together as a family at Calvary and the many missions and agencies
that we support. To help you do this as you have “decided in your heart,” we
encourage you to answer the following questions. Where are you now on the
generosity ladder?
If you have not yet given financially to the ministry here at Calvary, is God calling you to take that
step of faith? Calvary is making a difference in our community and in the lives of those who call
Calvary their church home. Please help to make even a greater impact in 2020!
If you have only given occasionally here at Calvary, is God calling you to take a step of faith and
become a consistent giver? This could be quarterly, monthly, biweekly, or weekly. It could be a
set amount that you decide in advance or a percentage of what God has provided for you at
the time.
If you have given consistently to the ministry at Calvary but have never taken the step to give a full
tithe (10%) of all God has provided for you, is God calling you to become a tither? Are you willing
to listen to God’s challenge to “test me in this?” Malachi 3:10
If you are already experiencing the blessings of tithing, or if you are already giving to God beyond
the tithe, is God calling you to take a step of faith and to increase the percentage you are already
giving to the ministry of Calvary?
Watch your mailbox in early January for a commitment card or pick one up that weekend. When it is
time for the offering to be gathered, you will be invited to bring your Commitment Card forward and
present it before the Lord. If you are unable to be with us on Commitment Weekend, you are invited
to return your card either in the offering plate at one of our weekly services or in the church office
Monday through Friday (8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.).
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Join us for our holiday worship services!
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Wednesday, November 27th, 7:00 pm
ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICES
Wednesday, December 4th, 3:45 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 11th, 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday, December 11th, 7:00 p.m. (PS-2nd Grade Christmas Service)
Wednesday, December 18th, 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday, December 18th, 7:00 p.m. (3rd-8th Grade Christmas Service)
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Monday, December 16th, 7:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS WEEK SCHEDULE
CHRISTMAS EVE – Tuesday, December 24th
5:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service
7:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service
CHRISTMAS DAY – Wednesday, December 25th
10:00 a.m. with Communion
NEW YEAR’S EVE – Tuesday, December 31st

7:00 pm with Communion
**Note: For those new to Calvary, consider joining us starting January 12th for our
Foundations of Faith class, which will give you the chance to find out more
about the Christian faith, Calvary’s ministries, and becoming a part of our
congregation.
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Worship Anew
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.
Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 www.worshipanew.org
Sunday 10:00 AM - WHMB-TV 40 Sunday 11:30 a.m. - Direct TV Channel 377

December 2019
December 1, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent
Psalm 118:25-28, Zechariah 9:9b (Antiphon); Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 21:1-11
“Your King’s Coming!” - Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9b - Rev. Shayne Jonker
Your King is coming! What would you do if you were expecting the arrival of a king at your
home? Would it make any difference in your daily routine? How would you prepare? King
Jesus is on His way! He’s coming to you, full of righteousness and bearing salvation. Now
that’s an advent to look forward to with hope, with expectation, with longing, and with
urgency.
December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday in Advent
Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
“Band of Brothers” - Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
There is great division in our world. This is also reflected in our country. Jesus came to
remove the barriers that separate us so we “may abound in hope.”
December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday in Advent
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15
“A Blooming Desert” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 - Rev. Bill Mueller
Do you feel dry and deserted? Are the pressures of life squeezing out the joy of living as a
Child of God? Take heart for God has Good News for you! Through His prophecy of a
“Blooming Desert,” God encourages you!
December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day
Observed
Psalm 98; Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-18
“The Bare Truth” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
The abiding popularity of tell-all, show-all magazines and websites testifies to human
curiosity about the “inside scoop,” the bare truth, of celebrities, happenings, and other
such things. God’s Word truly tells all and shows all as it delivers The Bare Truth about
history’s most important, consequential person . . . our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The
Christmas story does so much more than satisfy human curiosity, it shows us God and the
way back to Him.
December 29, 2019 – First Sunday after Christmas
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
“Nothing Stops God” - Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
The forces for evil seem powerful, indeed. But no evil power can stop
God in his plan to save you, or in any of his blessed plans for you.
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