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Modern Heresy
Heresy Series



A Progressive Christian Look at John 3:16
https://youtu.be/9Fbxc1WD0J4?t=149

2:29-5:20



Let’s try to 
restate his argument.
Discussion Question



Understanding
John 3:10-15 (ESV)
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet
you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you,
we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.



Understanding
John 3:16 (ESV)
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works
were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out
in God.”



Be careful with
John 3:16 (edited ESV)!
16 “For God so loved the world in this way, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works
were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out
in God.”



Understanding
John 3:16-21 (edited ESV)
16 “For God loved the world in this way, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works
were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out
in God.”



Douglas UCC
"Douglas UCC is a progressive and radically-inclusive 
spiritual community working to create a just world for all. 
We are actively engaged in social and creation justice, and 
we are one of the first churches in all of the U.S. to declare 
itself Open & Affirming, meaning fully inclusive of LGBTQ 
people in our church's life and ministry. We are known as 
the church of the Extravagant Welcome. No matter who 
you are or where you are on life's journey: you are welcome 
here. At the Douglas Congregational United Church of 
Christ, our Mission is to grow together spiritually as 
Progressive Christians, welcoming all, pursuing peace, 
justice, love and healing for all creation. Everyone 
Welcome! No Exceptions!"



Does this sound like any 
of the ancient heresies?
Group Discussion



Let’s try to respond.
Discussion Question


