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History of Indiana State Parks
and 

History at Indiana State Parks



“Natural monuments stand 
not only as landmarks of our 
state’s history, not only as 
those of the entire west 
territory out of which 
Indiana was carved, but they 
will, with their ancient 
rocks, dells, and giant trees, 
continue to preach a silent 
but mighty sermon to 
generations yet unborn of 
the struggles, hopes, and 
ambitions of pioneer days.”







Natural History











Native Americans 
Before Colonization







Native Americans 
After Colonization









American Revolution and 
Early Republic











Pioneer Days











Civil War







Progressive Era and the 
Founding of 

Indiana State Parks























Early Days of 
Indiana State Parks

















Beginnings of the 
Interpretive Naturalists







The New Deal











































Post World War II and the 
Baby Boom













Professional Interpreters and 
Resource Management







Reservoirs and Flood Control







Latest Round of State Parks 





“Our parks and 
preserves are not 

mere picnicking 
places. They are rich 

storehouses of 
memories and 

reveries. They are 
guides and counsels 

to the weary and 
faltering in spirit. 

They are bearers of 
wonderful tales to 

him who will listen; 
a solace to the aged 
and an inspiration 

to the young.”

“Like mighty 
altars stand our 
parks…..the 
crowning glory 
of our land…..So 
let us keep them 
as a sacred 
inheritance , and 
so transmit them 
to future 
generations.”



Thank you!
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